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John Biddle’s

Antique Motor Spares
33 Fourth Street, Wingfield
Ph 8268 5540
Buy, sell, exchange.
Large range of parts for all types of
vintage and classic vehicle. Books.
Tyres 4.50 x 21 and 5.00 x 19

Jim Robinson
Dodge and Plymouth Parts Australia
ph 03 53 454094 / mob 0418 132821
130 Beckworth Court Road
Clunes Vic 3370

Hundreds of head gaskets in stock.
Goode range of parts for Dodge, De
Soto, Chrysler and Plymouth

Delway Australia
Restoration and repairs of brass and steel
parts. Manufacture of brass and steel
custom made items. Complete range of
metal finishing services.
Sandblasting
Metal polishing
Chrome plating

This space available for
your business.

Powder coating
Metal spinning
Gold plating

Contact Alan Driver
08 8298 1194

Supply of brass, steel and stainless steel
extrusions. Repair, restore and rejuvenate.
30 Conmurra Avenue, Edwardstown SA 5039
delway@internode.on.net www.delwaybrass.com.au
Ph (08) 8277 0603 Fax
(08) 8374 1359

Pat McGrath Plumbing
For All Your Domestic and Commercial
Plumbing Needs
Sewer and stormwater drainage specialist
New homes and additions
Bathroom renovations
Hot and cold water systems
Gas fitting
Mini excavator and backhoe hire
General maintenance
Servicing All Areas

Phone: 0409 404 940
-2-

The Chrysler Collector

May / June 2020

C
D
The Chrysler Restorers Club of Australia,
South Australia Inc.

Established in 1980, catering for the following vehicles:
Dodge * Plymouth * De Soto * Chrysler * Imperial * Maxwell * Fargo * Graham Brothers * Valiant
Postal Address
PO Box 667, Plympton SA 5038
Meetings
Meetings are held at the Combined Car Clubs (Triple C) Club rooms, Glandore Community Centre, Clark Avenue,
Glandore at 7:45 pm on the second Wednesday of each month, except January. Entry to club rooms is through the
car park. Visitors and guests are welcome. Please bring supper to share.
Subscriptions
Metro single $30.00 - Metro family $35.00 - Country single $20.00 - Country family $25.00
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Asst. Secretary:
Treasurer:
Editor:
Assist. Editor:
Librarian:
Assist. Librarian:
Technical Liaison:
Public Relations:
Runs Coordinator:
M/ship Vehicle Records:
Historic V Registrar:
Committee:

Federation Rep:
Combined Car Clubs Rep:
Public Officer:
Auditor:
Catering Coordinator:

Club Officers
Greg Lind, 56 Currawong Crescent, Modbury Heights 5092 ..................... ah 0417 853 291
Carolyn Harris, 17 Waterview Crescent, O’Halloran Hill 5158 ................ ah 08 8322 1715
Ann Lind, 56 Currawong Crescent, Modbury Heights 5092 ...................... ah 0417 853 291
John Goddard, 22 Stephens Terrace, Torrensville 5031 ............................. ah 08 8443 6311
Alan Driver, 6 Hastings Road, Brighton 5048 ........................................... .... 08 8298 1194
Richard Tapp, 17 Simpson Parade, Goodwood 5034 ................................ ah 0439 682 011
Bob Haywood, 2 Rosemary Street, Woodville West 5011 ......................... .... 0407 601 803
Stephen Tyler, PO Box 5266, Murray Bridge 5253 ................................... ah 0432 557 937
Andrew Kloot, 12 Kelleway Street, Parafield Gardens 5107 ..................... .... 0439 858 944
Chris Howes, 4 Peter Place, Campbelltown 5074 ...................................... ......... 8165 3971
John Goddard, 22 Stephens Avenue, Torrensville 5031............................. ah 0435 107 854
Brenton Gibb, 18 Caroona Avenue, Modbury Heights 5092 ..................... ah 08 8263 2908
Sharon Gibb 18 Caroona Avenue, Modbury Heights 5092 ........................ ah 08 8263 2908
Chris Bennett, Clarence Park ...................................................................... .... 0418 802 764
Bob Haywood, 2 Rosemary Street, Woodville West 5011 ......................... .... 0407 601 803
Jeff Knowles, 7 Stanley Street, Hillbank 5112 ........................................... .... 08 8255 8671
Ian Myers, 12 Liddell Drive, Huntfield Heights, 5163 ............................... .... 0411 576 775
Alan Driver, 6 Hastings Road, Brighton 5048............................................ .... ah 8298 1194
Vince Isola, 4 Grigg Court, Clarence Gardens 5039 .................................. .... 08 7007 4461
Barry Maslin, 13 Walthamstowe Road, Old Noarlunga 5168 .................... .... 08 8386 2931
Michael Bartsch, 105 Billabong Road, Modbury Heights 5092 ................. ah 08 8395 3919
Carolyn Harris, 17 Waterview Crescent, O’Halloran Hill 5158 ................ ah 08 8322 1715

Club Tools held at:
Chris Howes, 4 Peter Place, Campbelltown 5074 ...................................... ah 08 8165 3971
Note that most committee members have e-mail access. You will find their e-mail addresses on the contacts page of the
website, where they can be protected from harvesting by spam robots. Addresses listed in the web version of the
magazine can not be protected.
Facebook: facebook.com/groups/chryslerclubsa
Website: chrysler-restorers-sa.org.au
Photos: flickr.com/photos/164632874@N04/albums
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Next Issue: Please submit material for the next issue no later than Friday 26 June 2020. Only corrections/
amendments accepted Sunday 28 June 2020. Contributions can be e-mailed to editor@chrysler-restorers-sa.org.au or
posted to 17 Simpson Parade, Goodwood SA 5034 or brought to club meetings. E-mailed digital photos should
preferably be at least 1200x900, photos should be scanned at 200 dpi; line-art at 600 dpi. Copyright: All material
published in The Chrysler Collector is the copyright of the author of the article or the photographer. Their permission
should be sought before reproduction. The magazine is available in colour on our website.
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Bennett’s 1938 Plymouth P6

Cover Photo
Chris & Heather Bennett’s 1938 Plymouth P6 - Photo Richard Tapp at 2019 National Tour
30th Anniversary photo
One day we will have another
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Postponed Until Further Notice

NO GENERAL MEETING WAS HELD ON 8/4/20
DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

ALL FUTURE GENERAL MEETINGS AND CLUB
EVENTS HAVE BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE

As soon as we have any updates we will communicate via our
Website, Facebook Page and Email. (If you have not registered your
current email address with us, please advise Sharon Gibb, The Clubs
Records/Memberships Officer at
bsgibb22@gmail.com
so that we can keep you updated with any information.)
Brenton Gibb
Runs Co-ordinator
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President’s Message
this will work in this May/June Magazine.
Chris Bennett our Registrar will be handling this
process pretty much by himself, so it would be
appreciated if all details are followed as laid out
in your membership renewal and log book
paperwork which you will receive via a separate
mail out.

Welcome to the 2020 May/June
issue of the Chrysler Collector.
The 11th March 2020 was our last
general meeting due to the
restrictions put in place for Covid
-19 pandemic. At the time of the
March meeting we were not at all
aware of what was to come.

Ann and I were talking the other day at how
lucky our club was that our National Tour was
last year and our thoughts are now with our
Victorian counterparts who, are now having to
rethink their whole vision.

I hope all our members are keeping safe and
healthy and looking forward to when we can all
meet again and continue our events and get
togethers. It has been disappointing not to be
able to continue with our planned events. Our
runs co-ordinator Brenton Gibb will reschedule
all our postponed events, including our 40th
Anniversary Display Day and Presentation lunch.

We will keep our members informed of any
future changes via our facebook page, website
and where possible emails.
Please look after yourselves and I will see you
when restrictions permit.

Due to the restrictions in place our
Registration and Membership renewal will be
via post only. Please read the details of how

Greg Lind
Bennett’s 1938 Plymouth instrument panel

From the Editor
C

W

This issue comes to you courtesy of Brenton and
Sharon Gibb, Greg and Ann Lind, Lindsay Gibb,
Chris Howes and Trevor Beythien.

S
Mar 20

Apr 20

Apr 19

Apr 10

Sessions

259

140

262

806

Many thanks to the magazine despatch team,
being Sharon and Brenton Gibb and Ann and
Greg Lind,

Users

200

159

175

459

Page views

522

370

599

1979

Pages/session

2.0

2.0

2.3

2.4

Please submit articles and entries to the
magazine as early as possible but no later than
the Friday date shown on page 3.

Average
session (m:ss)

1:42

1:45

1:41

2:27
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Flickr views

524k

Facebook mbrs
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Minutes of Club Meeting

G Lind explained emergency response plan.

himself and Graham McRae. Chris advised meeting
he would be away for the next meeting, however he is
contactable by email, see front of magazine.
Triple C – Vince Isola. The defibrillator has been
moved as advised previously. Nothing else to report.
FHMC - Alan Driver absent - next meeting 18/4/20.

90th Birthday

Past Events

The Chrysler Restorers Club of Australia, SA Inc.
Summary of minutes of the meeting held 11 March
2020 – commenced at 7:45pm

Emergency Wardens

Ann Lind announced one of our members Trevor
Kramm would be turning 90 in a few weeks. Trevor
stood up and members sang happy birthday.

Greg Lind spoke on the Fish and Chip run, a little
chilly but a nice run down the coast, the views didn’t
disappoint. A good number attended with some
deciding to dine in at the cafe and others decided to
settle under a shelter and take in the sunset. Although
cloudy there was some sun caught setting over the
ocean.
Brenton Gibb has vowed that if he is runs coordinator in 6 years he will do it again and try for the
perfect sunset.

Apologies:

Per attendance book

New Members & Visitors

Jason Rowley – Chrysler Car Club - here to discuss
All Chrysler weekend
Tim Schapel – R&S Series Valiant Car Club
Jason Rowley spoke to meeting regarding the All
Chrysler Day to be held at Harts Mill, Port Adelaide
on the 22nd March 2020. Jason advised at this time
the government has not made any rules regarding
outside events due to Covid-19, but if this happens the
event may have to be cancelled. Brenton Gibb our
runs co-ordinator is sending around a board at
tonight’s meeting to gauge how many of our members
will be attending. By a show of hands approximately
20.

General Business

Greg Lind discussed with the general meeting that the
committee had approved a membership fee increase
by $5.00 across the board. Greg Lind asked members
at meeting to vote on this proposal, by show of hands
– the vote on fee increase was carried.
Greg Lind spoke to the meeting regarding the leaflet
in this current magazine regarding our 2020 Pub
Lunch/Presentation on Sunday 12th July at Wanera
Wine Bar and Restaurant. Sheets will go around in
coming months regarding ordering and payment.
Also attached is the Ron McNair Memorial Trophy
form for Club Member of the Year to be completed
and returned by 19th June 2020.
Chris Howes gave us a little history lesson on the bell
that Santa has used at our club’s Christmas parties and
for the last 15 years Neil Wormald has been the Santa
ringing that bell. It was a ritual for a group of our
club members to go to Bendigo or Ballarat Friday for
a swap meet and drive home Saturday night. On the
way home they would stop at a hotel for dinner and
one of our members Keith Lucas talked the publican
into giving him the bell that sat on the bar. The bell
has an inscription regarding its origin. Chris Howes
and Neil Wormald presented the bell to librarian
Steve Tyler to be kept in a case in the library room.

Sick List

None reported

Minutes Previous Meeting

Read and moved by A Lind, seconded J Goddard,
carried.

Correspondence

In CCC – Re Rent, Power and Cleaning – forwarded
to A Driver, Jeff Knowles apology for March general
meeting, CRCA Vic Mark Fenton – club stats, Jim
Dawson - resignation as Librarian of our club
Out None

Treasurer’s Report

None - Treasurer not present.

Committee Reports

Runs Coordinator – Brenton Gibb spoke re future
events
Editor – Richard Tapp absent - Bob Haywood spoke
re sending in articles.
Public Relations – John Goddard - taking orders for
badges and clothing – information on page 20 and 21
of magazine.
Records – Sharon Gibb - advised that all is going well
for the Registration Day on 21st June. Renewals will
be included in the next magazine – May/June edition
Librarian – Steve Tyler - all good. Training A Klute
as assistant librarian.
Tech Rep – Chris Howes - all good
HVR – Chris Bennett. Chris advised meeting all going
well. There has been a smooth transition between

Raffle

Greg Newley conducted the raffle.

Conclusion

Kevin Williams and Carolyn Harris told a joke in
memory of Ron Hincks
Clean up Volunteers - Vince Isola
No Buy and Sell items.
President summarised the coming events.
Next General Meeting – 8 April 2020 at 7.45pm.
Meeting closed at 9.05 pm
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Membership and Conditional Registration Renewal

2020/2021 Membership Renewal
“PLEASE NOTE THAT RENEWALS WILL NOT BE
PROCESSED WITHOUT THE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM.”
Your membership renewal has been posted to you and is due by 30 June 2020.
Please check all details (especially your mailing address and email address) are correct
and amend details if necessary.
Please note these categories.
 Email address (good for no fying members of any updates, especially in the current situa on)
 Op on to have Magazine by Email Link (Tick box if preferred op on)
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP RULE (as per the cons tu on)
Family membership is available to renewing members. The applicant who signed the membership form
and his or her Spouse/Partner shall each be en tled to one vote at a General Mee ng. Dependants
under 18 years of age at the beginning of the ﬁnancial year shall be en tled to the privileges of Family
membership other than vo ng and holding oﬃce.

DUE TO THE SITUATION WITH THE CORONAVIRUS WE WILL ONLY BE
DOING RENEWALS BY POST THIS YEAR.

 Post:


HOW TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

Send your Renewal Form, Log Book/s for HVR, and Cheque Payment or EFT Receipt in
enclosed envelope to: Chrysler Restorers Club of Australia SA Inc, PO Box 667, PLYMPTON SA 5038

We have enclosed a self‐addressed envelope for you to place a stamp on so that we can return your
log book/s (for HVR), your Receipt and Membership Card/s.
 EFT Payments can be made to: Chrysler Restorer’s Club of Australia SA Inc.
BSB: 065 151 Act No. 00900500. (PLEASE USE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NO. AND NAME AS A REFERENCE.)
Membership renewals WITHOUT Historic Vehicle Registra on

(Check Boxes)





 Renewal Form – checked, amended if necessary, signed and dated
 Payment (Cheque or EFT Receipt)
 Self Addressed Envelope with Stamp
Membership renewals WITH Historic Vehicle Registra on (HVR)

(Check Boxes)

 Renewal Form – checked, amended if necessary, signed and dated
 Payment (Cheque or EFT Receipt)
 Logbook/s
 Self Addressed Envelope with Stamp
 Late Renewal of membership with HVR will incur a $20.00 administra on fee






Any ques ons regarding HVR please contact: Chris Benne : 0418 802 764
Email: chrisbenne 20151@gmail.com
-8-
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Changes to Membership Fee and Renewal Procedure
Membership fee changes

The price increase comes into effect for
the 20/21 subscriptions –

At the February committee meeting it was
proposed that a $5.00 increase in
membership fees across the board be
applied to 20/21. This proposal was
carried by committee and brought to the
March general meeting for approval by
club members in attendance. By show of
hands the price increase was carried by
members.
This price increase will help to counteract
increased postal charges as well as using
extra money for benefits for members,
including subsidised events.

Metro single
Metro family
Country single
Country family

$35.00
$40.00
$25.00
$30.00

Changes to Registration Day Procedures
Please Note:

1.
2.
3.
4.

All membership renewals and log book authorisations will be done via
POST only.
All members will receive a separate letter containing your membership
renewal form and information on how to complete, pay and post your
renewal forms and log books to our club’s post office box.
Payment will be accepted by EFT or cheque only. Please attach a
remittance advice if paying by EFT or attach your cheque to completed
membership form and post with any log books.
Any replacement log books will be free of charge.

Bennett’s 1938 Plymouth bonnet ornament
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VH Charger #37
VH CHARGER RESTORATION

and as expected it was starting to show its age.
The colour combination was not particularly
striking even when new so we thought some
changes should be made. This entailed replacing
the parchment interior with black which was an
option with the citron gold exterior. Wow!! What
a difference that has made. It also meant
replacing the complete set of seat belts.

This restoration story relates to a 1971 Valiant
Charger 770 fitted with a 265 cubic inch Hemi
engine coupled to a 3 speed floor shift manual
gearbox. It is running on factory fitted alloy road
wheels. The body number is 37 which means it
was produced on the 1st or 2nd day of production
at Tonsley Park. It would have been available for
purchase at a dealership on the release day to the
public in August 1971.

Restoring commenced with the removal of all the
mechanical parts, except the wheels and stripping
the body to just the metal shell. Some rust was
evident in the usual areas of the body - rear
quarters, RH chassis rail etc. The rail was
professionally repaired and we replaced the
necessary body panels in our workshop. Quite a
number of the required panels are being
reproduced which helped considerably with the
repair. Repairs now completed, time to strip the
old paint, prime, undercoat and apply lots of
finish coats of acrylic paint.

The paint colour was Citron Gold with parchment
vinyl seats, carpet and trimmings.
We were operating a used car business from the
1980’s onwards and purchased the car in
February 1996. It was a South Australian vehicle
bearing the original registration number and it
came to us through a vehicle wholesaler. There
was no previous service history with the car but
the last registered owner resided in the Adelaide
Hills.

Body rubber seal kits have also been reproduced
and we fitted them to the doors, boot, bonnet and

The car was nearly 25 years old when we got it
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VH Charger #37 ctd
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VH Charger #37 ctd
glass areas of the vehicle. A new windscreen was
also fitted at the same time. Just prior to fitting
the screen the heater was checked and a
replacement radiator core was installed in it at
great expense.

With the engine now rearing to go we had to
make sure we could stop the beast so a brake
overhaul was next on the list. The vacuum
booster was sent for overhaul and the master
cylinder also needed attention. It had previously
been bored and resleeved with a stainless steel
insert so it only required a new rubber kit. New
rear wheel cylinders were fitted and the front
disc brake assemblies were overhauled. The
rotors were also machined to ensure no steering
vibration occurred when applying the brakes.

On to the mechanical work on the engine,
brakes, steering etc. The engine, once dismantled
was found to have excessive wear in the
cylinders and required a rebore. The camshaft
and hydraulic lifters were also badly worn.
Fortunately, a fellow club member had earlier
kindly donated a spare engine or two and that
gesture saved the day for us. The first one we
inspected was in very good condition, only
requiring new piston rings and we also fitted new
big end bearings as well. Whilst dismantled a
new camshaft, lifters, timing gears and chain
would ensure many years of reliable service. The
cylinder head was then reconditioned and the
engine is now complete. The clutch was almost
new but the flywheel showed some wear and was
machined.

The front suspension bushes and ball joints were
replaced as required, and new shock absorbers
were fitted to the front and rear. After fitting new
tyres to the newly polished mags it not only
looks great, but it is now a dream to drive.
The exercise was so time consuming but the
reward is evident in the finished product. HEY
CHARGER
Brenton and Lindsay Gibb
Photos: Brenton Gibb
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VH Charger #37 ctd
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Chrysler Royal AP1

via Chris Howes
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Tony & Karen Lennell’s 1971 Valiant VH Charger

H

Chrysler Royal AP1 (ctd)

via Chris Howes
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Chrysler Royal AP1 (ctd)

via Chris Howes
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Chrysler Royal AP1 (ctd)

via Chris Howes
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The life of a Xx
1940 Plymouth
Trevor Beythien has gone through back issues of our magazines and selected articles worthy of
repeating. Thank you Trevor. This is from Jan/Feb 2003, issue 144.
Richard Tapp
Issue 142 had Alan Toull’s painting
of Dave and Gaye Aylett’s 1940
Plymouth on the front cover. This
lead to us receiving a copy of an
article about another 1940 Plymouth.
Ed
In the late 1930s approx 50% of all
new cars coming to Broken Hill
motor dealers were shipped here by
rail from Adelaide, the remainder
were driven over the dirt road, a
distance of 335 miles.
This new Plymouth was loaded onto
the train in Adelaide, destined for
Broken Hill, and to protect the new
cream paint against smoke from the
steam engine, a soft cover was placed
over the car. At Terowie, all rail
goods were transhipped from the
broad gauge to narrow gauge track
which ran to Broken Hill. The
Plymouth was loaded onto a flat top
truck, along with an old Chevrolet.
The Chevrolet was a 1934 model,
quite shabby in the paint. The railway
worker must have been a Chev man,
as he covered the Chev with the soft
new cover, and for the Plymouth, he
dragged a grease covered, old, rough
tarpaulin over it.
When my father, (from H. Lord &
Son, Chrysler dealers) unloaded the
Plymouth in Broken Hill, he couldn't
believe his eyes. Paint rubbed off and
scratches everywhere.

The Plymouth was repainted in Broke
Hill and placed on the show room
floor in January 1940. This was the
last new car of any make to come to
Broken Hill by rail. All cars were
driven by all dealers for the next 20
years.
By early 1940, World War 2 was
using as many American cars as
could be produced in Australia. The
federal government passed a law on a
Thursday night, late in February
1940, proclaiming that all new motor
cars and trucks not sold and
registered in the owner's name by
Friday of the same week would be
impounded by the Australian
military.
My father had in stock 3 Plymouths,
4 Dodges and 1 De Soto car, also 2
Dodge 3 ton trucks. By 10 am,
following the ABC news of the
previous night, all vehicles except the
cream 1940 Plymouth had been sold.
My father's quick thinking then, that
there will be no new American
passenger cars for 5 or more years,
had the company buy the cream
Plymouth itself.
How right he was. There were no
more new cars, of any type, until
1946. The Zinc Corporation bought 2
Plymouths, 2 Dodges and a Dodge
truck; Broken Hill North 1 Dodge car
and a Dodge truck; the Central Power

Alan Toull’s painting of Dave Aylett’s 1940 Plymouth

- 18 -

Station, 1 Dodge car and a Dodge
truck. The De Soto went I know not
where. Who ever got it was very
lucky. I believe that the South Mine
took all the Chevrolets that were in
the local dealership.
One of the new Plymouths bought by
the Zinc Corporation, a blue one, was
rolled over by one of the managers in
the first few weeks. I believe he lost
his job. Even then, body parts were
very hard to get; the blue Plymouth
stayed on at the mine until 1949.
After the war, cars started to roll of
the assembly line in 1946, but very
slowly. Dealers had orders for new
American cars in the hundreds. A
dealer would not get a car for
himself, as he had to wait until all
orders had been filled.
The 1940 Plymouth was used by my
family throughout the 1940s. It
covered most of Australia, thousands
of miles on dirt roads. The only thing
to give any trouble was a water pump
leaking near Cobar, I think about
1949. My dad was changing the water
pump and I thought that I was
helping, but my help was not required
and he told me to #$&* off.
In 1952 H. Lord & Son received its
first replacement car, a brown
Plymouth. American cars were still
hard to obtain. Chevs, Buicks,
Dodges, Packards etc were sold on
the black market for three times the
new price. Some dealers did this, but
were out of business by the mid
1950s when cars started to flow
again.
However, our new 1952 brown
Plymouth was not to last. The North
Mine, needing new cars and trucks,
found out that we had the Plymouth,
and the deal was the request from the
mine manager: “You sell us the new
Plymouth and we will buy 3 utilities
and 3 Leyland 5 ton trucks. So the
Plymouth was sold.
By this time, our 1940 Plymouth had
travelled well over 100,000 miles,
and still going like new. Another two
years later, the replacement car
arrived, and stayed, a blue 1954
Plymouth.
(This car has “come
home” but that is another story)
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The life of a 1940
XxPlymouth (ctd)
We kept the 1940 until 1955, and
sold it to Tom Dyeball, a science
master at the Broken Hill high school.
It was like losing part of a family
after having the Plymouth so long. In
1956 Tom had a smash with it, the
left-hand mudguard and grill. My
father took it worse than Tom did.
The car was repaired using new parts,
and Tom used the car and until 1960
when he sold it. He also had it
repainted cream and light green.
After it was sold I lost all trace of it. I
think it “went bush” for a while and
“had a real belting”
One afternoon in 1966 I was driving
down a laneway in North Broken
Hill, and there in a backyard was a
beat up 1940 Plymouth. I went back
and had a look and “yes” it was our
1940 Plymouth -- what a mess! No
wheels, all glass broken, dash
wrecked, floor rusted out, no spark
plugs in engine, back mudguards
smashed in and boot lid crushed. A
rough looking chap came out of the
house, surrounded by rubbish and
junk. He looked like he hadn't had a
wash for years. Looking at the car,
he said “If you want it, you can have
it mate.” I thanked him and told him I
would think about it.
On telling my father and showing
him the old car, he said “We should
bring it home for old-time sake, so as
nothing else can happen to it.” I
bolted some wheels onto the old car,
jacked it up, and it was soon on the
trailer. What a different way to bring
it home this time, 26 years later. It
was parked in the corner of the yard
and that's where I thought it would
stay.
As I explained before, new cars in
1940 were very rare, being made only
in January and February, so finding
parts for these models would be like
trying to find a needle in a hay stack.
While on a rally in 1968, coming
round a bend near Murray Bridge,
there sitting behind an old shed was a
1940 Plymouth. That was the end of
the rally for me! Back to the shed for
a look-see. It was smashed in on one
side, 28,000 miles on the clock and
complete. I found the owner and he
told me that that he had bought it
from old chap Adelaide who had
smashed it. The mileage was correct.
The engine had been taken out and

used in a hot-rod, which he still had!
After much talking I bought the
Plymouth and the hot-rod. Two trips
down to Murray Bridge later, the
Plymouth was home.
The restoration of the Plymouth took
two years. The chassis from the
family car was used; the other was
bent. The front half of the sedan
body was used, joined at the centre
door pillars through the roof. All the
floor pan from the parts car was used,
along with the left doors and boot lid.
As the engine from our car was full
of water, the other engine was rebuilt.
As the grills in both cars were
wrecked beyond repair, I made all the
painted bars, and found the chrome
once, all over Australia. Hub caps
were hard to find, three coming from
the USA.
Since the car has been restored and
back on the road, it has travelled
15,000 miles, taking in six interstate
and two Chrysler national rallies. A
car that was bought on account of the
war, turned out to be a good servant,
and will never leave the family again.

Bruce Lord
The following story followed Bruce’s
in the magazine in which it was
originally published and was signed
by “Ed” - but I don’t know who that
Ed was.

I' N W Y A
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To be a medical practitioner in
Australia after the Second World War
was more than an opportunity to heal
the sick. It also carried the privilege of
being able to get a permit to buy a new
car as an essential user. Cars were, in
effect, rationed.
Businesses came
under the same category, although they
had a better chance of being permitted
to buy a truck or some other
commercial vehicle.
The situation was to last for several
years, and even then it was difficult, if
not almost impossible, to buy a large
American car.
The Australian
government did not want to trade in
American dollars. In the late 1940s,
about half of Australia's motor
transport was American and about half
of that had reached the replacement
stage but American car distributors
were not taking orders.
The
- 19 -

alternative was to buy a used car;
consequently, the prices for secondhand American vehicles skyrocketed.
Local manufacturers had resumed
production as soon as they could.
Holden bodied Chevrolets and other
General Motors makes were coming
off the assembly in mid 1946 but
demand exceeded supply. If a buyer
took delivery of a new Chevrolet in
1949 it was probable that he had
ordered it four years earlier. In the
same
year,
Ford
Melbourne
distributors were only accepting orders
from previous Ford owners.
As is, in most cases, and boys being
boys about things motor car, this
ultimately lead to finding ways to
cheat or abuse the system. Usually, or
in most cases, the loser was the
genuine everyday, common garden
variety motorist, who played by the
rules. It gives credence to the old
adage -- nice guys don't win.
An example of doctor abusing the
privilege occurred in 1947 when a
local doctor, while in Adelaide, went
into the Waymouth Motor Company.
He was informed that a De Soto had
been allocated for delivery to a
gentleman in Broken Hill, who had
ordered it four years previously. The
doctor then informed the Motor
Company
of
his
status
and
commandeered the De Soto, using his
medical privilege, even though he
already had a perfectly good American
car. The poor, common garden variety
motorist had to wait a further 12
months, and pay an extra 100 pounds,
quite a lot of money in those days. He
took delivery of his new car, late in
1948.
Another example of bucking the
system occurred when a Broken Hill
man, who had ordered a Chrysler
straight after the war, had a car
allocated to him in 1952. By that time,
he no longer wanted the car. Rather
than relinquish the Plymouth, he took
delivery of it, and without even
registering it, sold it at a greatly
inflated price, in what was a seller’s
market.
How come, when I go to sell a car, it's
a buyer's market, and if I go to buy
one, it is always a seller’s market? I
must be one of those common old
garden varieties, that you see just
hanging around motor cars. Oh well,
Ed
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Bennet’s 1938 Plymouth P6

Bennett’s 1938 Plymouth P6

Club Name Badges
purchase a smaller name badge which is
manufactured with your name and club emblem.
You may see others wearing them at meetings.

CHRYSLER RESTORERS

Available as either:

Horace Dodge

Clear Glaze Acrylic with dual pin and clip $12.50
Clear Glaze Acrylic with magnet

Name Badges are supplied by the Club when you
join. But if you would like to upgrade, you may

$13.50

Please contact John Goddard at the meetings or
by phone at 8443 6311 / 0435 107 854

CHRYSLER RESTORERS - ORDER FORM FOR NAME BADGES
CLIP TYPE [Dual pin and clip or Magnet - circle one]
PHONE (a/h) ………………………………

(day time if different) …………………………………….

FULL NAME (print clearly)……………………………………………….
nd

Price…………...

2 badge name……………………………………………………….......…

Price…………...

3rd badge name……………………………………………………….......…

Price…………...

4th badge name……………………………………………………….......…

Price…………...

th

5 badge name……………………………………………………….......…

Price…………...
Total $…………...
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Club Clothing

(John Goddard 0435 107 854)

CHRYSLER RESTORERS CLUB OF AUSTRALIA SA INC
ORDER FORM
861 South Rd,

NAME……………………………………………………………………………

Clarence Gardens SA 5039
(08) 8293 3837

PH:…………………………………
Mens

PRODUCT

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

CODE

S
52

M
55

Ladies
8
1/2 Chest 46.5

4LSL

10
49

S
38
57.5

2XL
65

12
51.5

14
54

3XL
71
16
56.5

5XL
79
18
59

$34
20
62

22
65

24
68

$50

M
40
60

L
41.5
62.5

XL
43
65

2XL
45
68

3XL
47
71

4XL
49
74.5

5XL
51
78.5

Blue

$48

Navy/
Grap
hite

$72

Navy/
Grap
hite

$83

6
8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24
47 49.5 52 54.5 57 59.5 62 64.5 67 69.5

Geneva Vest
Mens
1/2 Chest

S M L
57 59 61

Ladies
1/2 chest

J307L

XL
62

6
8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24
47 49.5 52 54.5 57 59.5 62 64.5 67 69.5

Ladies
Bust

BIZ J307M

L
58

Fine Chambray Shirt Short Sleeve (M) 3/4 sleeve (F)
Mens
COLLAR
CHEST

J404L

Logo

S
M
L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL
38 40 41.5 43
45
47
49
51
57.5 60 62.5 65
68
71 74.5 78.5

Ladies
Bust

BIZ J404M

Inc

Men’s Fine Chambray Shirt Long Sleeve—blue
Mens
Collar
Chest

4LSLT

QTY

Triton polo top—navy/red/white
Mens
1/2 Chest

JB 4FCS

COST

SIZE

Ladies

BIZ P225MS P225LS

JB 4FC

or

S
49

XL
63

2XL
65

M
52.5

L
56

3XL
70

5XL
78

XL 2XL
59.5 63

Geneva Jacket
Mens
1/2 Chest

S
57

Ladies
1/2 chest

M
59
S
49

L
61

XL
63

M
52.5

2XL
65
L
56

3XL
70

5XL
78

XL 2XL
59.5 63

HS – 4014
Navy/
Red

Baseball Cap – inserts on Crown & Peak

Payment by CARD

Please Circle:

VISA

MASTERCARD

AMOUNT $ ________________________

Card No:-

____/ ____ / ____ / ____

EXP _ _ / _ _

SEC CODE:- _ _ _

CARDHOLDERS NAME: ___________________________________________________
SIGNATURE: ____________________________________________________________
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n/a

$19

Embroid
er
name
$5.00

TOTAL

The Chrysler Collector

Ma7 / June 2020

M
N

P
($260), two thermostat housings ($20 each) and a water
pump ($75). Mark Tuckwell, 0408 809 049.

A

All vehicles offered for sale should quote their registration
number or engine number if not registered.

F

1952 Plymouth Cranbrook. Vehicle has undergone a bodyoff restoration, with many parts either refurbished or
replaced. Completed work includes rust removal, brakes,
chassis, tyres, king pins, rear springs, valve grind,
dashboard, wiring loom (upgrade to 12V, not fitted), hood
lining (not fitted), radiator, water pump & flow tube,
cleaned and crack-tested head. Engine last ran in 2011.
Body has been fitted to the chassis, but vehicle requires
reassembling of interior, engine accessories, wiring,
windows/glass, bumper chroming and a complete re-spray.
Receipts and photographs available. Vehicle is located in
Victor Harbor. Asking $10,000. Mark Tuckwell, 0408 809
049

S

1925 Dodge Roadster. Reconditioned engine. New
upholstery, hood and curtains. Hood is detachable.
Excellent condition. Need to make way for new project.
Graham 0428 102 477.

2 Chrysler Royal wheel rims and 2 hub caps. Greg Newley
8298 2586
S series Valiant, parts or resto, plenty of additional
spares. Hans 0404 044 752
1980 CM Regal station wagon, red Jan 0499 889 544 or
Stacey 0400 550 115

1926 Chrysler 70 buckboard, engine number G103205,
near new 20” Denman tyres, motor runs well, body
converted to buckboard in 1948, still in original
condition, some rust, setup for camping in bush, no frills
but reliable and honest. Asking $12,000 Les Johnson
0427 996 838

Go Jacks (trolleys) inc stand - set of 4. Chris Norman 042
709 427
Hard lid to suit 2013+ Mazda BT50 dual cab ute. Colour
silver. $1,000 o.n.o. Kevin 0414 970 630

W

1928/30 Chrysler 72 engine, no CJ196873 parts.
Gearbox and parts including clutch, flywheel / good
ring gear. Les Johnson 0427 996 838

1930 Chrysler 77 Town Sedan. Looking for 2 interior
door handles and 2 window handles. Please contact
Barrie Gasson. email: gasson@sybaweb.co.za or +27 21
788 1855. [South Africa] Pic attached.

1929 Chrysler 75 engine parts - basically everything but the
block. Brian Verrall, 18 Cameron Tce, Mallala S.A. 5502
Phone 0428 390 236 brianverrall@hotmail.com
1939 Dodge D12 7 seater limousine. See http://
collectableclassiccars.com.au/private-sellers/dodge-d11limousine

1930 Chrysler 70/77 Parts. I am searching for front bumper,
headlight bar, radiator cap, radiator surround, and body
parts. Any leads appreciated. Matt 0428 827 287

[Bold adverts are new this issue]
Items suitable for any Plymouth, Dodge or Desoto vehicle,
1942 – 1949: Recently cleaned and crack-tested head
- 22 -
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Goode Restorations
34 New Road, Clare 5453

This space available for
your business.

Ph 8842 3731
Specialising in rewooding vintage
car bodies.
Restorers of vintage and classic
motor vehicles.

Contact Alan Driver
08 8298 1194

Wormald Canvas

Elite Printing Studio Pty Ltd

For Canvas Goods & Repairs

We are a family run and owned business
and will help you with all your printing
needs including letterheads, business cards,
invoice/receipt books, promotional leaflets,
flyers, menus, envelopes, posters, folders
and so much more.

All Canvas Products & Repairs
Caravan Annexes
Boat Covers and Canopies
Shade Cloth Fabrication
Ute Tonneau Covers
Camper Trailers
Trailer Covers
Tents & Swags
Tarpaulins

Unit 1, 57 Norfolk Road
Marion SA 5043
Ph
08
8377
Fax 08 8377 4881

4-6 Archimedes Place
Golden Grove SA 5125

Ph (08) 8288 7788

admin@epstudio.com.au

Fax (08) 8288 7188
contact@wormaldcanvas.com.au
www.wormaldcanvas.com.au
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We understand the passion and the sheer emotional attachment
motoring enthusiasts have for their special vehicles - even
Goggomobils. When it comes to insurance for your special car, daily
drive, bike or your home, there’s one person you should talk to a fellow
enthusiast at Shannons. You can even pay your premium monthly at
no additional cost.
So call Shannons for a quote on 13 46 46 www.shannons.com.au
Insurance for motoring enthusiasts | call134646 for a quote | Shannons.com.au
Shannons limited is an authorised representative of Australian Alliance Insurance Company
Limited the issuer of this product. Refer to the product disclosure statement by calling134646

If undeliverable, please return to:
C.R.C.A., SA Inc.
P.O. Box 667
PLYMPTON SA 5038
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